Introduced by the Council Member Gulliford: 
ORDINANCE 2016-359
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 122 (PUBLIC PROPERTY), CREATING A NEW SECTION 122.110 (SKATEBOARDING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY), ORDINANCE CODE, SO AS TO PROHIBIT SKATEBOARDING ON CITY SIDEWALKS IN CERTAIN AREAS, PUBLIC PARKING GARAGES AND PUBLIC ACCESS RAMPS, AND CERTAIN OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY; RECOGNIZING THE EXERCISE OF COUNTY POWERS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in recent months public buildings, concrete steps, benches, walls, parking barriers and other public improvements have been damaged by the inappropriate operation of skateboards; and


WHEREAS, persons using skateboards occasionally use them in a way that endangers themselves or others; and


WHEREAS, the Council has determined to adopt certain regulations to promote the safe operation of skateboards and to protect pedestrians as well as public property from damage through the inappropriate use of skateboards; now therefore 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Amending Chapter 122 (Public Property), Creating New Section 122.110 (Skateboarding on public property), Ordinance Code.  Section 122.110 (Skateboarding on public property) of Chapter 122 (Public Property), Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows:


CHAPTER 122. PUBLIC PROPERTY.
*  *  *

Sec. 122.110. – Skateboarding on public property. 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride a skateboard in or upon any of the following locations:


(1)  On public sidewalks and walkways within the Downtown Overlay Zone as defined by the boundaries described in Section 656.361.2, Ordinance Code;

(2)  Public property owned or controlled by the City and on public property owned or controlled by other governmental entities, including parks, community centers, and fire stations, except as may be specifically authorized by the appropriate governmental entity by posting a sign allowing for such use;

(3) Any public parking garage, including the access/egress ramp;


(4)  Pursuant to State law, on any street in the City except when crossing in a crosswalk (currently Section 316.2065(11), Florida Statutes); 


(5)  On any public access ramps or access ramps for persons with disabilities providing pedestrian access to a building;

(b) It shall be unlawful for the parent, legal guardian or custodian of a minor child to knowingly permit the child to violate any provision of this section.

(c)  It shall be unlawful for any person operating a skateboard to endanger or interfere with pedestrian traffic on any sidewalk within the City, or to negligently operate a skateboard.

(d)  It shall be unlawful for any person operating a skateboard to ride a skateboard within the boundaries of a sidewalk café or within an area which has received a street closure permit for an event.

(e)  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride a skateboard on a congested sidewalk at a speed which is not safe for existing conditions.

(f) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a skateboard on or against any City owned building, wall, table, bench, fountain, hand or guard rail, or other structure and on any tennis or basketball court or other improvement which could be damaged from such use except in a designated skateboard park or facility. 
(g)  Helmets should be worn by all operators or riders of skateboard who are under 17 years of age. 
(h)  A violation of this section shall be deemed a noncriminal infraction.  The penalty for violations of this section shall be fines according to the following schedule:


(1)  First offense- $25.00


(2)  Second offense- $50.00


(3)  Third offense- $100.00


(4)  Fourth and subsequent offenses, per offense- $150.00  
In addition, any violation involving the use of a skateboard may result in temporary confiscation and storing of the skateboard by an enforcement officer for a period not to exceed 24 hours.  


Section 2.

Council exercising county powers.  Pursuant to Section 4.102, Ordinance Code, the enactment of this ordinance shall be deemed to be the exercise of county powers. Notwithstanding the above, this ordinance is not intended to apply to the governmental officers, officials, employees, buildings or offices of the governments of the City of Atlantic Beach, the City of Neptune Beach, the City of Jacksonville Beach, or the Town of Baldwin.

Section 3.

Effective Date.
 This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: Paige H. Johnston
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